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Hirwaun Fferm Nantllechau, Halt 
Road, Rhigos, Hirwaun, 
CF44 9UN, 

Fringe Comments 10 March 2022

We note the proposal is for the change of use of land to Class B8 storage including the siting of 50 no. 
storage containers associated access and enclosures. 

The proposed development site lies immediately adjacent to the Brecon Beacons National Park boundary 
with Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council. It is also located at an entry point to the National 
Park and close to the A465 Trunk Road. 
 
As set out above, in accordance with section 62(2) of the Environment Act, any relevant Authority shall 
have regard to National Park purposes when performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, 
land in a National Park. We have structured comments on the application in accordance with these 
relevant statutory purposes and provide comments on the key matters where the proposal will affect the 
National Park:

Statutory Purpose 1: To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage 
of the National Park

Landscape and visual impact 

From the information available on the Authority’s website, the proposed industrial development has 
already been partially undertaken.  It appears from the site photographs taken by Rhondda Cynon Taf 
Local Planning Authority, that the area was originally occupied by broadleaved woodland and has been 
cleared and converted to hard standing with close boarded and palisade fencing. It is proposed to site 50 
storage containers on this area of converted land. 

The National Park lies immediately adjacent to this area and is located within Landscape Character Area 
4: Waterfall Country & Southern Valleys and broadleaved woodland forms an essential part of the special 
qualities of the Landscape Character Area.  

The lost woodland now appears like an industrial site and the works proposed will only exasperate the 
situation, with the siting of shipping containers, which are considered inappropriate at this location within 
the setting of the National Park. 

The mass and scale of this industrial storage development immediately adjacent to the National Park would 
have a significant adverse and detrimental impact on the special qualities of the National Park.  Given the 
loss of woodland along this section of the A465 corridor, this industrial storage development would create 
a scar on the landscape and would have a detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the wider area, 
including views from within the National Park boundary. 



We support the comments made by NRW regarding the landscape impact on the National Park.

We would also expect the application to be supported by a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 
given its sensitive nature, to justify this type of development at this location.

2 Impact on ecology and trees 

We would expect an assessment to be undertaken of the proposal’s impact on ecology and some 
biodiversity enhancements being proposed as part of the scheme, given its countryside location. 

Due to the proximity to the watercourse, the submission of a Construction and Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP) outlining pollution prevention measures is also recommended.

We would also expect an arboriculture statement/survey to be undertaken to assess the tree loss, the 
protection of remaining mature trees and replacement/enhancement planting will be required to 
compensate for this. 

The submission of a landscaping plan is also recommended, outlining the vegetation to be retained, 
proposed enhancement planting and specifications (species, sizes and planting densities), a timetable for 
implementation and future management to ensure good establishment.

Statutory Purpose 2: To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the 
special qualities of the National Park

This area of land is immediately adjacent to the National Park boundary to the south and close to the 
A465, which is an important link to enter the National Park from the Valleys.  

This type of development in the National Park would significantly affect the opportunities for the public 
enjoyment and understanding of the National Park. 
 
As an Authority, we strongly object to the above application on the grounds of its impact on the 
statutory purposes of the National Park. 

We would also welcome the site to be restored and re-planted to its original state to eliminate the existing 
disruption the developers have undertaken on the landscape.

If the application were to be supported, we would recommend that the following information is submitted 
in support and prior to the determination of the application:

- An ecological survey of the site
- An arboricultural survey of the site
- A Landscape Visual Impact Assessment
- A Construction and Environmental Management Plan
- A Landscaping scheme.  

Please note that this response has been prepared by Officers, and will not receive formal ratification from 
Members until the next planning committee after which point in time we may provide supplementary 
response as necessary. 
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